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“Universal Training Kit on Alternative Refrigerants”

“U TKitAR” ') Music for Alternative Refrigerants

UNEP and AREA agreed to cooperate for improving competence worldwide
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AREA AFFAIRS

AEFYT to become member of AREA

On 23™ December, the Spanish association AEFYT formally requested effective membership of AREA.
AEFYT represents the industry sector of refrigeration and air conditioning. Its members, moist of which
are SMEs cover various segments: Consultancy and Engineering, Manufacturing, Distribution,
Installation, Repair, Maintenance, Training and Information in the different facets of the cold sector
(Industrial, Commercial, Hospitality, Air Conditioning etc.).

The application came through the contractors’ branch of AEFYT and further to a visit to AREA
Secretariat. AEFYT has already been granted temporary membership by the Board of AREA and its
application is to be presented at the next General Assembly meeting.

AREA General Assembly meeting

The next AREA General Assembly meeting is due to take place on 2-3 June 2017 in Amsterdam. The
event will be organised by NVKL. Preliminary practical information was sent a few weeks ago. Please
remember to book your hotel room by 16" May.

AREA and UNEP

By Marco Buoni

At the end of 2016, UNEP and AREA signed a small-scale funding agreement (SSFA) for the
development of training kit on alternative refrigerants.

UNEP and AREA have enjoyed a long period of strategic cooperation in providing information materials
and guidance, as well as disseminating information, organizing joint events and exchange of expertise
to technicians in developing counties, specifically in the Refrigeration Serving Sector (RSS).

As agreed by both Parties, the objective of this project is to design a specialized “Universal Training Kit
on Alternative Refrigerants” for the use of training institutes and centres in developing countries with
the aim of offering state-of-art information and knowledge on the best practices and techniques in
managing and handling future, mainly flammable, refrigerants in sound and safe manners by different
stakeholders of the RSS sectors.

The “Universal Training Kit on Alternative Refrigerants” will be a multi-stage joint project between
UNEP and ARAE which includes the following main Modules:
1. General Module (Environmental, identification and safe handling of refrigerants including
standards and policy aspects)
Managing Hydrocarbons in different applications
Managing HFCs/HFOs Blends in different applications
Maximizing Energy Efficiency in Servicing and Managing RAC Applications
Special Kit for Ammonia uses and applications
Special Kit for Carbon Dioxide uses and applications
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The Kit is designed to address the training needs for different applications (domestic, commercial,
refrigeration and air-conditioning) as well as different stakeholders i.e. trainers, service technicians,
operators, etc.

The content of each Module will be as comprehensive as it includes the following:
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Pre-Assessment test (to be taken before the training start)

Post training assessment

Venue requirements for training (Equipment, Tools, Aids, Consumables, etc.)
Instructors minimum qualification

Guide for the instructor

Checklists and procedures to start and hold a training course

Supporting Syllabus, Textbook, Manuals, Tables, charts

PowerPoint [presentations for instructors]

Hand-out Material for the attendees

The development of this Kit will be made into stages in order to test its content and ensure its
usefulness and applicability for use in different training institutes in Article-5 countries. Project stages
will be as follows:

Stage-l: Development of the General Module and set the detailed table of content of 2, 3 & 4 Modules
Stage-Il: Development of 2, 3 & 4 Modules

Stage-lll: Development of 5 & 6 Modules

Stage | will be available in Spring 2017, the whole project will have a timeframe of 18 months

REFRIGERATION, AIR-CONDITIONING & HEAT PUMP NEWS

LEGISLATION

Fgas - latest updates

the European Commission (COM) is consulting on a draft implementing regulation to amend how
information required by article 19 of the F-Gas is reported. This is currently specified in implementing
regulation (EU) No 1191/2014. The draft implementing regulation on which COM is consulting amends
implementing regulation (EU) No 1191/2014. The draft implementing regulation now under
consultation:

amends the structure of the information required on certain characteristics of
hydrofluorocarbons (HFC) to align it with the reporting format used by the parties to the
Montreal Protocol

requires the inclusion of information on the destination of exports and the origin of imports
as of 2020

includes additional differentiations and comments in the current format in section 2

deletes the reporting format set out in Section 13 because it is obsolete








You can find the link to the consultation here, to draft implementing regulation here and to its annex
here.

Replies to the consultation can be given within 4 weeks.

Denmark (report by AKB)

In Denmark, the government was under pressure from the chemical industry to amend a law aiming
at reducing the use of HFCs and that treated HFOs as HFCs regardless of their low GWP. The European
association EFCTC formally complained to the European Commission, who in turn wrote to the Danish
authorities, requesting them to grant a fair treatment to HFOs with low GWP.

Denmark just published an amendment to this law, which put the GWP limit to 5... Concretely, this
means that only HFO1234yf can be used, whereas it is meant for cars. More information can be
obtained from our Danish member AKB.

Spain (report by CNI)

The new Spanish F-Gas regulation RD 115/2017, was published on 18" March. It includes the new
obligations of the European Regulation 517/2014 on F-Gases. The Spanish Confederation, C N | has
worked intensively with members of its Technical Committee who have had permanent contact with
the Ministry of the Environment in the last 3 years, so that this law could contain the necessary
modifications to avoid unfair competition and increase control of compliance with the law.

One of the most relevant changes, is the system to control effectively that non-hermetically sealed
pre-charged equipment sold to the end user, will be installed by a certified undertaking. In that case,
the seller must inform the purchaser of this legal obligation through a document attached in the law
and keep a copy signed by the buyer. The seller may provide a list of authorized companies or
electronic registers or existing databases of certified undertakings. At the same time, the seller must
deliver to the buyer a document where the buyer must fill in all the data of the of the company that
will carry out the installation and must give back this document to the seller duly filled in before one
year after the purchase. From January 2018, the seller must inform in his respective official regional
government about all buyers who have not given back the attachment after one year and must keep
during five years both attachments for possible inspections.

To achieve the objective and avoid that the system is cheated, C N | had several meetings with the
Spanish Environment Ministry talking about the importance of setting an effective system and gave
them a translated version of AREA F-Gas Guide, where AREA gives several recommendations for the
practical application of this article and how to enforce such an obligation. Fortunately, the Spanish
authorities have applied them.
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EU Ratification of the Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Protocol

On 2™ February, the European Commission adopted a proposal for the EU to ratify the Kigali
Amendment to the Montreal Protocol on a global phase-down of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs). For the
Kigali Amendment to enter into force by 2019, at least 20 Parties need to ratify it - the ratification by
EU Member States alone could thus trigger the entry into force.

The proposal was then presented to the Council on 17 February. The European Parliament is also
being consulted though its opinion is non-binding. Once the Parliament has been consulted,
whatever its opinion is, the Council will be able to formally ratify the Amendment on behalf of the
European Union.




https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/ares-2017-1434702_en


https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiative/15593/attachment/090166e5b1100a60_en


https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiative/15593/attachment/090166e5b1100a5f_en


https://ec.europa.eu/clima/sites/clima/files/f-gas/docs/com_2017_51_en.pdf





As energy and environment are shared competences of the EU and EU Member States, the Kigali
Amendment is considered as a “mixed agreement” (like the Paris Agreement for example), which
means that the EU and Member States both need to ratify the agreement, with each Member State
following its own national procedure.
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Clean Energy Package

AREA has taken a position on the Clean Energy Package, which aims at keeping the European Union
competitive as the clean energy transition is changing global energy markets. AREA position more
specifically targets the 3 proposals that are relevant to the refrigeration, air conditioning and heat
pump contracting sector.

As regards the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive, AREA mostly addresses periodic inspections
with the aim of keeping the current thresholds whilst including ventilation and air quality checks to
reflect the level of integration of systems. AREA also sees no reason for allowing a potential automatic
replacement of periodic inspections by the installation of building automation and control systems.
Finally, for the sake of consistency and to avoid a costly accumulation of inspections, AREA believes it
is necessary to reintegrate the reference to the necessary coherence with inspections required under
Regulation EU n°517/2014 on fluorinated greenhouse gases.

On the Renewable Energy Sources Directive, AREA notably is against the proposed prescriptive
approach as to the options that Member States can take to reach their non-binding targets. On the
contrary, Member States should be free to take the measures that are most adapted to the
characteristics of their country and market, in the respect of technological neutrality.

Finally, on the Energy Efficiency Directive, AREA expresses its support for the proposals related to
metering to enable better control of the energy consumption for heating and cooling.
The full AREA position is available below.

AREA sent its position to the various relevant Members of the European Parliament. Discussions are

ongoing with other installers associations (GCP Europe and AIE) to have a joint position, most probably
on EPBD.
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The Ecodesign framework will help implement the circular economy policy

The European Commission started to implement the circular economy policy. Indeed, the recently
published draft Ecodesign measures on electronic displays and servers and data storage products
included strong resource efficiency provisions. This trend, which raise strong concerns in the industry,
is considered as a precedent for upcoming implementing measures.

For example, the draft measure on electronic displays requires a specific technique (double-sided
tape) to seal certain components. It also requires the marking of plastic parts including specific
substances, like cadmium and lead. The main objective is to facilitate the dismantling, re-use, recycling
and recovery of components. The draft measure also sets information requirements for repair
purposes and relevant information for dismantling, re-use, recycling and recovery at the equipment’s
end-of-life.




http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/593513/EPRS_BRI(2016)593513_EN.pdf


http://area-eur.be/sites/default/files/2017-03/AREA%20position%20Clean%20Energy%20Package.pdf





Ecodesign measure on servers and data storage underlines the significance
of cooling

The European Commission tabled a draft Ecodesign measure on servers and data storage products
since these types of equipment are very large energy consumers. While they account for
approximatively 2 % of the total EU electricity consumption, estimation show an increase by 20% in
2030.
Besides the energy consumption of servers and data storage, the draft measure highlights the
significance of cooling:
- Slightly less than 50% of the electricity consumption related to datacentres is mainly due to
cooling and uninterruptible power supply demand associated.
- Out of the total consumption including infrastructure, approximately half is the cooling
demand associated with the servers and data storage products
- Improving the efficiency of servers and storage products will reduce the share of the
associated cooling demand: it is estimated that by 2030 the cooling demand will account for
about one third of the total energy consumption.
- The proposed energy efficiency requirement would result in 8.9 TWh (3Mt CO2-eq) energy
savings in 2030 for servers and data storage products together and associated cooling
demand.
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Ecodesign and energy labelling measures on air-conditioner

The European Commission kicked off the review of the Ecodesign and Energy labelling measures for
air-conditioners (206/2012 and 626/2011). The review study will be carried out by Viegand Maagge
and Armines (see study website here).

According to the current Ecodesign measure, the review study will particularly tackle the scope,
efficiency and sound power level requirements for air conditioners and comfort fans. It will also
address the use of low- global warming potential (GWP) refrigerants and the resource efficiency
aspects (disassembly, recyclability, reparability and durability). It should be noted that the review will
assess the application of the "extended product approach", i.e. how requirements on air conditioners
and fans could contribute to a less overall energy consumption of the complete product including its
controls preferably in real-life conditions.

As far as the Energy Labelling Regulation is concerned, the review will assess whether there are any
significant changes in market shares of various types of appliances.

As regards the next steps, a draft report is expected in May 2017 and a second one in the winter
2017/2018. The study should be finished mid-2018.
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Review of the Energy labelling Directive

The European Parliament and the Council reached a compromise on the revised Energy Labelling
Directive on 21 March 2017.

As regards the energy label, negotiators backed up the initial Commission proposal to revert back to
an “A to G” labelling scale. Reverting to the A-G scale requires a rescaling mechanism for existing
labels, but also future labels. Negotiators agreed on fixed deadlines for the rescaling of existing labels.
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http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32012R0206


http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:32011R0626


https://www.eco-airconditioners.eu/





Equipment have been divided in 3 product categories, which new labels will be displayed between
2020 and 2030. The two top classes should be left empty to ensure stability of for around 10 years.
Once the new labels are implemented, further rescaling will be triggered by a surplus in the top
classes, either 30 % of products in A Class or 50% in the 2 top classes A&B. In addition, negotiators
agreed to introduce a product registration database that will include a public part and a compliance
part accessible to authorities to facilitate enforcement.

Finally, negotiators did not endorse the MEPs request to provide consumers with adequate redress if
the energy and environmental performance of the purchased product is inferior to information
displayed on the energy label. However, this aspect should be further investigated for the next review
of the energy labelling framework.

As next steps, this agreement will be formally adopted by the European Parliament and the Council

within the next weeks. Then, it will be published in the Official Journal of the EU around the Summer
2017.
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PUBLICATIONS

AREA VF-Gas Guide is now available in a 7™ linguistic version:
- Swedish.

Check http://area-eur.be/publications/guide-new-f-gas-regulation

AREA F-Gas GUIDE

AREA guide on equipment for low GWP (flammable) refrigerants is
e now available in Arabic. The translation was kindly provided by
UNEP, the United Nations Environment Programme.

Check http://area-eur.be/publications/guide-equipment-low-gwp-
refrigerants

EUREKA EPEE & EVIA have jointly developed a EUREKA 2016 “Visionary
Paper” following the event in December, at which AREA President
spoke.

r} legl i The Visionary Paper, which you will find attached, highlights the key

i J» findings of the brainstorming sessions organised during EUREKA
2016 and goes further, stressing the challenges related to these
discussions.
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This newsletter is reserved to AREA members

For any enquiry, please contact

AREA
Olivier Janin
Diamant Building (5™ floor)
Bd. A. Reyers 80
B-1030 Brussels (Belgium)
Tel: +32 2 706 82 61
Email: olivier.janin@orgalime.org
www.area-eur.be
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